Monday Matters - July16, 2012
Priorities
I recently had the opportunity to spend a number of
days with my wife, our two sons, our daughter-in-law
and four grandchildren. It was a great time even if it
was exhausting at times. Families are so important, or
should be.
Saturdays. How much do we enjoy Saturdays (or
whatever day we take off from work). A day we long to
kick back, relax, do what we want to do with no
interruptions. We might get up before the family, fix
ourselves some breakfast, coffee and then sit back and
read the paper. Or maybe spend the day at the golf
course. But does this day include the family, those close
to us that possibly we have ignored during the week or
just too tired to spend time with and hear about their
needs?
I recently read a story about an older man that called
into a Saturday morning talk show. He was talking
about "a thousand marbles" to the show's host by the
name of Tom. The host had been explaining to his
audiance how busy his weeks were and that he never
had time for his family. The caller said, "Well, Tom, it
sure sounds like you're really busy with your job. I'm
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"In truth a family is what you
make it. It is made strong, not by
number of heads counted at the
dinner table, but by the rituals you
help family members create, by
the memories you share, by the
commitment of time, caring, and
love you show to one another,
and by the hopes for the future
you have as individuals and as a
unit."
-- Marge Kennedy
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"The key is not to prioritize what's
on the schedule, but to schedule
your priorities."
-- Stephen R. Covey

sure they pay you well at the station but it's a shame
you have to be away from home and your family so
much. Hard to believe a young fellow should have to
work sixty or seventy hours a week to make ends meet.
Too bad you missed your daughter's dance recital."
He continued, "Let me tell you something Tom,
something that has helped me keep a perspective on
my own priorities." And that's when the caller began to
explain his theory of a "thousand marbles."
"You see, I sat down one day and did a little math. The
average person lives about 75 years. I know, some live
more and some live less, but on the average, people live
about 75 years. Now then, I multiplied 75 by 52 and I
came up with 3,900 which represents the number of
Saturdays that the average person has in their lifetime."
He explained further by saying, "Stick with me Tom, I'm
getting to the important part. It took me until I was 55
years old to think about all this in any detail and by that
time I had lived through over 2,800 Saturdays. I got to
thinking that if I lived to be 75, I only had about a
thousand of them left to enjoy. So I went to the toy
store and bought every single marble they had. I ended
up visiting three toy stores until I was able to purchase
1,000 marbles. I took them home and put them inside
of a large, clear plastic container right in my workshop.
Every Saturday since then, I have taken one marble out
and thrown it away."
"I found that by watching the marbles diminish, I
focused more on the really important things in life.
There is nothing like watching your time here on this
earth run out to help get your priorities straight."
"Now let me tell you one last thing before I hang up and
take my lovely wife out for breakfast. This morning, I
took the very last marble out of the container. I figure if
I make it until next Saturday, then God has blessed me
with a little extra time to be with my loved ones. It was
nice to talk with you Tom. I hope you spend more time
with your loved ones. Have a good morning!"
You could have heard a pin drop when he finished. Even
Tom didn't have anything to say for a few minutes. The
caller had given everyone who was listening a lot to
think about.
Do we get so wrapped up in our work or our personal
pleasures that we ignore our very own family? Is the
golf course more important to us than taking our wife
to breakfast on Saturday or playing with our children or
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July 4, 2012 at Southeast
Christian Church
(Click Above)

My home church in Louisville,
Kentucky, had a special
presentation on July 4th. Take the
time to watch and listen to a
timely message by Dave Stone,
Pastor of Southeast Christian
Church.
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grandchildren? Do we need to run out to the toy store
and pick up some marbles?

